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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Australian Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of this

country and pay our respects to the Traditional Owners
and Elders, past and present, of the land on which we

stand today, the Djabugay, Yirrijandji and Gimuy Yidinji
people.

 
In the spirit of reconciliation, we also acknowledge the

valuable contribution that Australian Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples continue to make to
James Cook University and the broader community



What are your first impressions?
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Before we get started...

shorturl.at/pxXZ1



Overview

By the end of this webinar...

PLAN: every second counts

TAKE ACTION: three steps to success

CONNECT: what A grade students do



Access to support services
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Studiosity (after hours support)

Learning Advice consultations

Chat with a Peer Advisor



Access to support services

Short Courses and Workshops

The Learning Centre website

PASS significantly increases chances of passing
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Create a Study Plan

Every second counts...

Organise yourself through strategic and
purposeful planning



Semester
PLAN





Review the Subject 
Outlines for 
each subject



Use colour coding. Make sure that you have all your deadlines in one place.



Weekly Plan
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Consider you commitments outside uni as well as your study load.



Be sure to 
factor in 
some down 
time for 
yourself!



Take control of your
time by using planners.
They are maps to guide

you successfully through
the semester.



Challenges and
Tips

T H I N K  &  S H A R E



Steps to success
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3 steps  
T O  A S S E S S M E N T  S U C C E S S



W H A T  S T E P S  W I L L  Y O U  T A K E
W H E N  Y O U  S T A R T  Y O U R  F I R S T

A S S I G N M E N T ?
 

G r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s



1 Unpacking and researching
2 Planning and drafting
3 Editing
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1 Unpacking and researching
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Read the task description in
detail, and look at the subject
learning outcomes.
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Read the rubric,
familiarise
yourself with
exactly what the
marker is looking
for
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Compile a list of key words.
These will help to frame
your approach to the
assessment
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Use your key words to
kick-start your research



Research smart!
Read titles. If the article seems relevant, read

abstracts. If it still seems relevant, read
conclusions. Only read the whole things if it

passes these filters.



2 Planning and drafting
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Synthesise your reading to
create a structure for your
assessment - what is your
overall point?



How will each paragraph
contribute to the whole point? 

How will you integrate evidence
into each paragraph?



Get a first draft written.

If you can, get a study buddy
to read it and give feedback
based on the rubric.



3 Editing
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If you can, give yourself a break
before you edit. 

 
At least spend time working on

something different so you can look
at your feedback with fresh eyes 
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Use the microscope technique to
edit at different levels of zoom.

 
First look at the whole assignment 
 and ask yourself 'does this answer

the question?' 
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Zoom into paragraph level.
 

Are your paragraphs each making a
unified point with supporting

evidence?
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Finally, zoom into sentence level.
 

Is your spelling, grammar and
punctuation good?
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Remember, The Learning Centre
can support you here!

 
You can use our assignment

guides and templates,
talk to a Peer Advisor,

or make an appointment with
a Learning  Advisor.



Backwards map these subtasks and and set a date for each one



Take Aways...

The Plan

Can you review the Three Steps by giving some
keywords associated with each one? Feel free
to use your own words rather than repeating
ones from the presentation.



Connect

other students
your readings
your writing

What A grade students do...

Connect with:
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Connect with other students

Online study buddy
Ask questions, talk, use chat
Share ideas
Form study groups
Use questions threads
Use online posting as a way
of applying and
synthesising your
knowledge
Comment on other people's
posts in detail using theory
from lectures, readings or
your research  Keep showing up, reach

out and network.



Connect with your readings

following up a lecture
preparing for a workshop
researching an assignment

Know why you're reading
something. Are you:



Connect with your readings

Follow a reading technique - SQ3R

•SURVEY: scan / skim

•QUESTION: create questions based on sections

•READ: section by section, finding answers

•RECITE: repeat answers in your own words

•REVIEW: reread important sections



Connect with your readings

Remember, the more
often you review
something, the better
you will remember it!



Connect with your writing

There are many ways to
take notes. make sure
you actively choose one
that works for you.



Connect with your writing

Mindmapping



Connect with your writing

Linear



Connect with your writing

Digital
•OneNote
•Evernote
•Google Notes
•Ubernote
•Simplenote 
•Fetchnote
•Springnote



Connect with your writing

Cornell



Connect your connections

Share your reading and writing with
other students.

Try to explain and question. If you can
explain a concept to someone else,
you have understood it deeply.



Take Aways...

The Plan

What action are you going to take this
weekend?



The combination of hard
work and smart work is

efficient work.



What are your final impressions?
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Before we finish...
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Email Address

learning@jcu.edu.au

The Learning Centre

https://www.jcu.edu.au/students/learning-centre

Get in touch with us...

The Plan



Today's resources

Can be found at:

The Learning Centre:
https://www.jcu.edu.au/students/
learning-centre

JCU Library Guide:
https://libguides.jcu.edu.au/


