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Marine Incident Occurs 
  

BOAT OPERATOR 

Boat Operator enacts emergency plan 
immediately (in accordance with Safety 

Management System) 

Boat Operator reports to JCU Security 
Control Centre as soon as practicable. 

JCU Security Control Centre follow 
boating and diving incident protocol 

Notification made by JCU Security to 
Chief of Staff, if required, critical incident 

management response initiated. 

WHS Unit in conjunction with JCU Boating and Diving 
Officers / Division / College Dean determine: 

Is the incident notifiable? 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 

As an owner or master of a domestic commercial vessel, 
you must make an incident report if your vessel is involved 
in a marine incident that involves: 

− the death of a person, 
− serious injury to a person, 
− the loss of a vessel, 
− the loss of a person from a vessel, 
− significant damage to a vessel; or 
− loss of cargo of a vessel. 

 
 

Is a pollution report / MARPOL also required? 

 

Work Health and Safety Queensland (WHSQ) 
− an injury or illness requiring the person to have  

o immediate treatment as an in-patient in a hospital 
 immediate treatment for the amputation of any part of his 

or her body, a serious head injury, a serious eye injury, a 
serious burn, the separation of his or her skin from an 
underlying tissue (such as degloving or scalping), a spinal 
injury, the loss of a bodily function or serious lacerations 

o medical treatment (treatment by a doctor) within 48 hours of 
exposure to a substance 

− any infection to which the carrying out of work is a significant 
contributing factor, including any infection that is reliably attributable to 
carrying out work 
o with micro-organisms; or 
o that involves providing treatment or care to a person; or 
o that involves contact with human blood or body substances; or 
o that involves handling or contact with animals, animal hides, 

skins, wool or hair, animal carcasses or animal waste products 

− the following occupational zoonosis’ contracted in the course of work 
involving the handling or contact with animals, animal hides, skins, 
wool or hair, animal carcasses or animal waste products 
o Q fever, Anthrax, Leptospirosis, Brucellosis, Hendra virus, Avian 

influenza, Psittacosis. 

WHS  unit coordinate a preliminary report (incident alert 
form 18 – AMSA form) to AMSA within 4 hours of the boat 
operator / owner becoming aware of the incident  

WHS Unit provide an additional detailed report (incident 
report form 19 – AMSA form) to AMSA within 72 hours of 
the boat operator / owner becoming aware of the incident.  
HSE are responsible for uploading form 19 to RiskWare. 

WHS unit provide ‘initial report’ to the WHSQ as soon as 
reasonably practicable – via phone. 
 
Initial report must include: 

• Incident details (date, time, location, type of incident, 
incident description) 

• Injury / illness and where injured person has been 
taken for treatment 

WHS & DEAN 

Boat Operator enters incident into RiskWare. 

YES YES 

NO 

WHS will provide written report on the WHSQ approved form 
(online) within 72 hours.  WHS upload forms to RiskWare. 

 

WHS Unit coordinate 
investigation. 
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* A marine incident means any of the following: 

(a) a death of, or injury to, a person associated with the operation or navigation of a vessel 
(b) the loss or presumed loss of a vessel 
(c) a collision of a vessel with another vessel 
(d) a collision by a vessel with an object 
(e) the grounding, sinking, flooding or capsizing of a vessel 
(f) a fire on board a vessel 
(g) a loss of stability of a vessel that affects the safety of the vessel 
(h) the structural failure of a vessel 
(i) a close quarters situation 
(j) an event that results in, or could have resulted in: 

• the death of, or injury to, a person on board a vessel 
• the loss of a person from a vessel 
• a vessel becoming disabled and requiring assistance 

(k) the fouling or damaging by a vessel of: 
• any pipeline or submarine cable 
• any aid to navigation 

(l) other incidents that are prescribed by the regulations and involving a vessel, for example, the failure in operation of a component of material handling equipment, whether 
or not a person is injured because of the failure. 
 

** What is a dangerous incident? 
 
A dangerous incident is an incident in relation to a workplace that exposes a worker or any other person to a serious risk to a person's health or safety emanating from an 
immediate or imminent exposure to: 

• an uncontrolled escape, spillage or leakage of a substance 
• an uncontrolled implosion, explosion or fire 
• an uncontrolled escape of gas or steam 
• an uncontrolled escape of a pressurised substance 
• electric shock 
• the fall or release from a height of any plant, substance or thing 
• the collapse, overturning, failure or malfunction of, or damage to, any plant that is required to be authorised for use in accordance with the regulations 
• the collapse or partial collapse of a structure 
• the collapse or failure of an excavation or of any shoring supporting an excavation 
• the inrush of water, mud or gas in workings, in an underground excavation or tunnel 
• the interruption of the main system of ventilation in an underground excavation or tunnel 
• any other event prescribed under a regulation; but does not include an incident of a prescribed kind. 
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